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AT NAGPORE

to his mind, this most necessary adjunct of the dcscentc de lit,
the faithful fellow had put himself to supply the void and
to provide a surprise for me. And this hitter, certainly,
he had succeeded in doing. My two best tiyer-skins had
been squared with mathematical precision. The? heads,
tails, and legs and claws had all bwn shorn off. Any loss
in this respect had, according to his view, been rnoro than
balanced by a fringe of red, cloth running round tin* parallelo-
gram with which each descents dc lit hud ln,?en supplied. His
disappointment at my want of appreciation of his handiwork
was only equalled by my horror at the fate uf my two best
skins* Poor fellow, he meant well, though his /rul was a
trifle embarrassing. He served roe faithfully, and left rue
a year later to return to his native mountain*;, bring a
German Swiss from near Lucerne. Rut he gnl no farther
than Bombay, dying there of cholera the clay before the*
sailing of the Austrian-Lloyd steamer in which I had got
him a place for the voyage as steward.

After leaving the Central Provinces I had seldom a chance
of tiger-shooting, save on an occasional Virr.regul progress,
I may mention that I shot all my tigers with a double-
barrelled muzzle-loader, which **yotan#M C*harks Lancaster
{as he then was) chose for me just before 1 went out to
India in 1858, for in those days the breirdi-loader was only
just making its first appearance* My weapon was* of the
best. With a spherical bullet and a heavy charge of powder
behind it, the tiger, shot at close quarters, hacl little chance,
so severe was the shock. And, under similar conditions* I
used to prefer the spherical to thu conical bullet, which a
twig or a bone may deflect, whilst a round ball smashes
through all opposition, and flattening and coming out tj,
the other side leaves a ghastly wound.

The tiger, it may be added to his credit, is not usually
.aggressive unless wounded' or cornered. But a             with

cubs is to be avoided1 as much as possible when one is1

1 As.' with the bear so also with the tiger* speaking generally* Ttw native boy
wrote: "The bear Is a plowing animal, and will nut attack unto**offended, Bui

Ms ideas of offence are peculiar.   Therefore, It is well to avoid the bear."